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1 Thefl. &. Ver. 11, 
——eAnd todo your own buſmeſs. 


== HE whole Verſe, whereof theſe 
i I words arca part, is an Exhorta- 
N [ac tion to the ſtudy of Two Lel- [. 
> 8 ons; One for Quiet, the other |— 
for Buſineſs :. That ye ſtudy to be 
quiet , and to do your own buſineſs. 

Of the former , the laſt time I had the ho- 
nor to be called ro this Service, we treated par- 
cicularly ; and it was a point well worthy 
our care and ſtudy. But the Leflon we are 
now to learn, ſeems not much to deſerve or 
need it. , | 

I have not (I confeſs) ſought far for a, 
Text, but took that which came nextto hand. 
Nordoth the Text put you to ſeck far what 
1 you are to do, It is but your own buſineſs. In 
both reſpe&s it may be thought unfit for this 
Audience, which is not of that quality to be 
entertained with no better Proviſion chan 
what comes _ hand ; and eſpecially, it 

7 Ts that | | 


— ——— -- 
w_— —_— ———_— Cr —_—— 


" 


ok Fe 


% 


—— 


om CCS h . 


UMI 


un 


— — 


2 A Sermon Preached | 


| |chat ſhould prove plain and homely , as this 
is, To doour own buſineſs; and as it follows, To 
| work with our own hands ; T his is but a kind bf 
Mechanical Do&trine; and what thould that do 
here in Court ? 
| Not to leave my ſelf and the Text under 
| this prejudice ; Thatl ſought no farther for 
| it, wasnotof cafineſs or negle&, but Choice, 
' ** {Becauſe ll found it not only in conjunRion 
and company with the excellent Study of 
| Quiet, to which any kind of retainer at large 
| ' mightdeſerve reſpe&; bur alſo, Becauſe I ſaw 
| by ſer by the Apotltle, in a place of near and 
\intrimate relation, a Principle and Foundation 
| ro it. The next way to be quiet abroad, is to 
be bufie at home. And though it be but plain 
Do&rine, *tis never the worlefor thar ule; for 
Foundations are beſt, when plaineſt. It is no- 
red as acaule why men make little proficien- 
cyin Arts/and Sciences, that the Principles 
and Elements are nor ſo well ſtudied as they |. 
ſhould be. And the reaſon why they fall un- 
| der that negle&, is, Becauſe none of the great 
j things which the Artirſelf promiſes ,are ſeen} 
in the Principles at farft. And therefore Pyin- 
tilian, that the Schollars of his Art might not 


be diſcouraged with the meannels of his Firſt 
| Ele- 
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| Elements, tells them , that Latent Fundamenta, 
conſpiciuntur #dificia; there is little to be ſeen in 
the Foundation, that lies hid under ground; 
all the beauty and luſter isin the Superftrufti 
on. This doing our own buſineſs, T2 {9.« aegrlen 
is apraQical principle, whereupon depends 
much of the buſinels of our wholelives, and 
ſo hach the fate of other foundations, to be 
: lictle ſeen and regarded ; It lies low unde, 
1 ground, and weoverlook it, asa thing not 
worthy any mansthought or care,But to give 
it the due, we mult not look upon what it is 
in Sight, but what itis in vercne; a Principle £ 
and Foundation whereupon is builc that, 
which isthe deſire of all good men, the pub- 
like peace and quiet of the Church and King: 
dom. And then we may allow it to be good 
Doctrine which hath ſo good ale. Ir is a 
good tree that brings forth good fruit. 
Butthen you will fay , It mult be in ſeaſon 
too. Now the wile man tells us, There is a time| £ce.;., 
for war, as well as a time for peace. And can it | 
then be ſeaſonable again and again thus to 
importunethe ſtudy of ſuch things. as make 
for _ ata time when we arcall,and have 
caule to be in preparation for war? Indeed 


ifit were ſuch a peace, as would weaken the! 
| hands |. 
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| hands of any in the purſuit of that Juſt, Ne- 
ceſfary and Royal Expedition,it were a molt un- | 


[ſeaſonable Soleciſm : Burt we muſt know, 
As there isa War that makes for Peace,(o there 
{is a Peace that: makes for War, Unity among 
our ſelves, binds uscloſe together ; we are the 
ſtronger for it. Yis wnite fortior , in diviſtons 
and diſcord, ftrength is diſtrated and ſcatter- 
ed, Dum finguli pugnant, omnes vincuntur, Dome- 
Rick Peace then, though ic comes not out of 
the Artillery , is good Amunition for Warr : 
"And it falls in well roo, with the expreſs Let. 
[ter and Dodrine of the Text, It is qur own 
| buſineſs.” As it 1sthe proper buſtnels of a Keg | 
to =» His Subje&s ok the Infolencies 
and Injuries of proud inſulting Neighbours ; 
ſoit isthe buſineſs of every good Subje& too, 
| roalliſt Him in it with their Lives and For- 
runes. Whether therefore we ſeek for Peace at 
$ 'home, or have caufe of War abroad, the duty 
4 of the Text is forus. We are doing our own 
I | buſtgeſs. But though it be a good Foundation : 

to build on every way; yet, except the Lord build | 
the bouſe, their labour is but loft that build. Let us, 
| therefore before we go'farther in the work, vo 
| to him for a bleſsing upoa it; cx. 4 2 
| HE | That. 
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| That ye ſtudy to ds your own buſineſs. | | 
| J Fake in the word (ſtudy, ) being forc'd by 3 
the neceſſary conſtruction of Grammar and 
Reaſon. For an obje& without an a&, imports 
nothing : to do our own bulinels, may be 
| as well a fault, as a duty ; butif ſtudy be raken 
| in, the ſenſe is certain and pertett, it is that 
| , | wherein weſhalldo well to imploy our ftu- 
| dy. As we are to ſfludy tobe quiet, lo we are 
to ſtudy allo to do our own buſineſs. 

The words will bear ewo (enſes;as there are 
ewo ſorts of offenders about buſineſs, nibil a- 
gentes, and aliud agentes, And in the words of 
che Apoſtle, nw! iryaloparm, and mewn, |, rhe.;.11, 
. [theidle that work not at all and the buſte-bodies, o | 
" - |we tranſlate mewppatoper: The Text will 
reach chem both, for either it ſets every one a- 
| work, to find himſelf ſome buſineſs, or ic re- 
ſtrains and confines him to that which is his 
own. | . 

The former againft leſs, is a good le(- 
ſon, that, to awaken the lazy ſluggard out of | 
his dead ſleep; for, they are, as St. Pan! ſpeaks | 
of his idle wanton widows, dead while they| : Tim.y.s, 
live. There is no more life in an idle man, 
then in an [dol-god, that hatheyes and ſee not, ears 
and hear not; but the other ſenſe ſeems to agree 

better | 
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| berter with the ſcope of the place, and will 


Pre - - 
AS ha tt, 


{afford work enough tor this time; the Apoſtle 


ſeems to have oblerved ſome among them 
roo much. buſted. in. matrers that brought 
crouble and diſquiet'to themſelves and others, 


— 


- [of it too, that every one ſeeks his own, and not 


jit muſt be fo much ourown, that itmuft 
[be none bur. our.own. » Having, reduced. the 


co their own buſineſs. 

Bur how their own? For it may be a faulc, 
anda greatone too, ſo to do our own bufi- 
nels, as not to regard what becomes of o- 
thers; thatif our own turns be ferv'd, and 
we get, no matter who loſes, This is deſer- 
vedly forbidden by our Apoſtle himſelf ro 
the Philippians, chap. 2. ver. 4. Look not. eve- 
ry man on his own things, but every man alſo on the 
things of others. And in the 214. v. complains | 


che things whichare Jeſus Chriſts,But our own 
here, and our own there, are two different 
things : That which he blames there, is our 
own of intereſt;there may be too much of our 


here, is our own of duty and office. In this 


words to.their proper genuine ſenſe, in this: 
leſſon there wil] fall-co be learned theſe parti- 


culars.. 


for remedie-whereofhe enjoins them to look.| 


own in that : but that which he commands} 
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2. Thar, there is and ought to be a roprie- | 
ty in buſineſs, that to every one there be- 
longs ſomething that he may properly call 
his own. | 
2. The Obligation of Duty and Religion, | 
toconhne himſelf to that which is his own. ! | 
3- The Operation it hath had in yo 
World upon our Quiet or Diſquier. 
. Frem theſe is inferr'd a Neceſsity to 
Study it; That ye ſtudy to do your own buſineſs. 
Firſt, That there is a Propriety in Buſineſs. L 
This mnſt be laid for a.ground , all the reſt 
elſe will fallto nothing. It will be no Relj- 
gion ro keepit; noSin to break it; no need; 


[ro Study it. | 
[ 


ee OR 


That which S. Paul ipake of the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel in general at Epheſus , A great | 1 Cor. 16.9. 
door, and ffoftual was opened to bim, and there | 
were many Adverſaries , is true allo of this par-} 
ticular Do&trine of. Propriety, It is adoor o | 
| pentoall wiſe and ſober men; yet it hath ma- 
oy Adverſaries, 
| Thereis a buſie humourin the world, to 
' | layallcommon; anditis grown to be a Sett of 
' Religion; yea, more than one, as many as 
there are kinds of Propriety, ſo many Sects | 


endeavour to fling down the incloſures, 
B As! 
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L, As firſt, There is a Propriety in Goods and 
Peſſeſions ; and againſt this, there riſes a Se&| 
| of Levellers, who tell us from the Plalmiſt,| - 
Pla,t15.16.] The Heavens are the Lords, but the Earth hath he 
| given to the Children of men : Thatto which e-, 
very man hath a Right by the Gitt of God che 
Pride and Covetoulnels of a few have en- 
s Yr grolg'd, and made their own, | 
There is a Right and Propriety of Reſpet| 
and Honour due to ſome above others. Againſt\ 
chis ariſes another Se& of Levellers they call 
Quakers, who refuſe to give Honour to whom 
Honour belongs : Though this looks like a 
Religion againſt good Manners only , or 
were but ſome Quarrel with the Grammarians 
againſt proper Names; the Miſchief of ir 
lies deeper, and is of the ſpirit of Anabaptiſm, 
who oppole the very Powers and Digaities 
themſelves, which they deſpiſe in their Titles; 
for they cannot be ſo taohſh , chough {imple 
enough , as to make a Religion of Names 
only. Theleare dangerous Sects of Levellers| 
both ; bur they lie not in our way. The 
Text toucheth only Levellers of Buſineſs, who 
think they are not to be barr'd the liberty of 
doing any thing that is good ; bonum quo com- 
mmunins eo melins, and ought not to be 1impro- 
| priate | 
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priate to any. But that there is a Title and 
Propriety in ſome to buſineſs , wherein it is 
not permitted to every one to interpole, a ne-| 
celfity in Nature requires. The World is re- 
pleniſhed with infinite variety of things,and' 
2 great deal of work is to be done to make! 
chem uſeful and ſerviceable to us, Now it is! 
not polsible for every one to doall, and hard- 
ly all, in any onething, to gain the full ule 
and benefit of it. But when the works are' 
diſtributed ſeverally co ſome, the benefit may | 
redound to all. | 
All che buſineſs of the world refers either | 
:O a Fpirizual End, the good of the foul; orto. 
2 Temporal and Civil , our well-being while 
we live hereupon earth : And to both theſe 
Ends God hath appointed and aligned parti - 
cular perſons, he did not leave them 1n com- 
mon- In the Temporal there is private bult- 
neſs and publike. For private ule, as in Fa- 
milies, there is the buſineſs of the Husband| 
and Wife, the Parent and Children , the Ma. 
fer and Setvants : And out of Families , for. 
private uſe likewiſe, there is the buſinels of 
Phyſicians and Advocates, Husbandmen, | 
Merchants and Mariners , Mechanicks and 
Labourers ; and all theſe are of private na- 
B 2 ® _ -tare; 1 


 — "——— 


—_— EE WT, WI WE IEEE on oe OY WY er 


| 1o© A Sermon Preached Rs 


ture, chough of common benefic. Then is 
| therethe publike buſineſs, by which all theſe 
4 are ordered and governed , and they are by 
r Pet.2,13.|S, Peter diſtinguithcd co our hands, as that of 
the King ns Supreme , and of Governors ſent by 
him, and they are Magiltrates and Judges for 
' Peace, Captains and Commanders for War, 
And belides theſe, there is the buſineſs of Mi- 
niſters and Alsiſtants tothe Supreme Power, 
Counſellors, Lawyers, Officers and Servants; 
and all theſe are for that temporal end. 
| And for the Spiritual, whole balineſs refers 
tothe ſoul, there is likewilea Propriety, as 
In Biſhops to Ordain , Inſtitute and Orde! the 
reſt of the Clergy ſpecially, and of the whole 
Dioceſs occaſionally , as the neceſsity of it 
ſhall require. Then is there the buſineſs of 
ES the Presbyters, in the ſeveral parts of the Dio- 
els, ina more particular and immediate Cure 
and Charge, to be direed by, and accounta- | 
{ble tothe Biſhop. _ There be others Diaconal 
and Miniſterial ro both. And all together, 
| Temporal and Spiritual, as ſeveral Members, 
l make one Body ; and every Member , ſaith the! 
Apoſtle , hath not the ſame of fice, Rom. 12. 4 
God divided his Gifts toevery one ſeverally 
as hewill,1 (or.12.1 1, he did not ſcatterthem 
in 
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in common, bur divide them, and all hold in 
leveralty. | 

And as that Severance and Propriety ſtands. 
upon good Authority; ſo Authority was, 80, 
doubt, induc'tupon reaſon of Profit and In- 
tereſt. Ir conduceth more to the common 
good, than Community it lelf could. 

Firlt , Ic brings Order into the common} 
buſinels of the world , and that takes away 
confuſion, which never did any thing well. 
To ayoid fornication, n Cor. 7. 2. let every man 
have bis own wife. Upon the ſame Equity , to 
avoid the promiſcuous luſt and curiofity men 
have to mingle with any buſineſs, Let every 
man likewite have his own. 

2. In reaſon all buſineſs will be beſt done 
too, by thoſe to whom they are peculiar and' 
proper. Artifici in ſua arte credendum. Men are| 
molt truſted in their own Trades. We truſt 
the Lawyer with our Eftates, the Phyſician 
with our Bodies. I ſay nothing of our Souls; | 
we arc ſo wiſe atthat work , as to truſt none! 
but our ſelves. 

z- Yetthirdly, The nature and condition of 
the buſineſs it ſelf, may require it ; Some _ 


ſo difficult, that every ene cannot do, though | 


he would , and ſomeare ſo mean, that every 
one 
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one would not do, though he could : and all 


areſuch, as through the mercy of God we 
' need not do if we will, unleſs it be our own | 
 buſinels. | 

We are now faln upon the Second Part, 
thatas every one hath ſome bulinels thar is; 
| bisown, ſo Duty and Religion obligeth him; 
to take upon him no buſineſs but his own. 


His Leſſon will not beſo cally learned, 
as the former: all confinement of it ſelf 
ſeems uneaſie, He that hath no mind to go a- 
| broad, would not be tied to ftay at home. And | 
| he that cares for no buſineſs, will take it ill bo. 
be barr'd any. Butthis confinement beſides, 
nipsthe growth and encreaſe of good, where- 
of they think, more would be done if every 
one have free liberty todo it; and therefore 
it i5juſt and reaſonable to allow any one a 
concurrent jurildition with others in any 
thing that is otherwiſe good, though that 
be to govern with the Xing,to pray & preach, 
or what they pleaſe, with the Prieſt, And 
they have asmuchof propriety asany can have 
to buſineſs, yereven to theſe, rhey think any 
| man may makea ſufficient title, that hath un- 
| derſtanding to know wha is to be done, as well 
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as any other, and affeion to do it, perhaps 
'more then others, And all have right and in- 
” » [rcereſt in the publick, eſpecially that wherein 
Religion and the ſoul is concerned; how God| 
may be belt ſerved, and wherein his glory 
may be moſt promoted. Will not all thele| 
make a Title good enough to any bulinel(s? | 
The Glory of Gop, indeed, is a high 

* [and over-ruling Title; it we do not ferit on 
our own heads, as the manner is, to make 
Gods glory lerve our own. Otherwile thar, 
and the relt are ſuch things, as all men of wiſ- 
dom or conſcience ſhould have regard to, in 
any buſineſs they undertake ; provided yer it 
be their own. In thatevery one hath liberty 
| to improve his underſtanding and knowledg 
for the beſt, as well for his own foul as the 
publick good: In that let the glory of God be 
the Star to guide him. Bur all theſe do not 
makethe buſineſs outy-; they area good qua- 
lification inany for buſineſs, yer give no right 
| or Titleto it, Great knowledg and skill in 
the Laws will not feta man upen the Bench , 
nor of Divinity,in the Biſhops Chair, nor will 
| ]chedexterousglib-gifted rongue pur a man in- 
ro the Pulpit. There muſt be beſides a Ti- 


| tleand Commiſſion to make them ours, 
| But 
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But mult all the obligations we haveto the 
Publick good,and to Gods honour, ſtoop to Com- 
miſſions, Titles and p—_ which are, 
bur the creatures and conſtirutions of men? 

To this queſtion, I anſwer in the words of| 
Job, 13. 7. Will you ſpeak wickedly for God, and ralk 
deceitfully for him?lt is deceitful ralking,toplead 
tor God againſt himſelf; for though it ſhould 
be jure # A the ſorting of leveral employ- 
ments and fun&ions have ſomething of man 
inthem; yet the confirmation and approba- 
tion of God makes it his, and ſo divine : for 
as God hath founded a divine Moral law , 
upon the propriety of goods and q—_—_ 
[hou ſhalt not ſteal; yea, thou ſhalt not covet 
chat which is anothers; and yer it comes not 
co be anothers, but by humane Laws : So 
chough different ſtates of life and employ- 
ments have ſomewhat inthem by diſpoſition 
of Law, or our own choice ; yer upon them} 
alſois founded this moral duty,to keep with» 
in thoſe bounds: For though men laid the 
Land-marks , yet God commanded They ſhould 
not be removed, Deut.1g.1 4. ; 

[tisa kind of Burglary to break into ano- 
ther mans buſineſs, as well as into another 
mans houle : or if you will not allow itto be 
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theft to have anothers buſineſs found with g 
ou, as itis to have anothers goods, it is as' 

ul as theit in S. Peter's opinion. [he Mu - | | 
therer , the Thief , the Evil-doer, the Buſte-body . | | 

| there's a Meſle of them, he putsthem all alike| 

bs rogether, r Pet. 4. 15. 

To ſhut up this point, If the glory of God, | 
and the publike Good, and ſuch like fair preten- | 
ces, might let us looſe upon one anothers bu- 
[ fineſs, it would quickly bring us round, 
where we were, to that confuſion and difor- 
der, for remedy whereot , the Apoſtle added} 

this Lefſon to the former. We ſhall never 
learn to. be quiet well, unleſſe we learn 
alſo to keep within our own bulineſſe. 

Yet 1 deny not , butthat Diſcord and Diſ- | | 
| ſention have other caules beſides; for, of Pride 
cometh contention, ſaith Solomon,Proy.cz. 10. And 
from covetouſneſs, ſaith S. James , they deſire, and | 
have not, James 4. 2+ It is. true.of other Luſts, | 
Wrath, Revenge, Envy, Slander, and Curio | | 
fity roo, break the peace too often, and had, | 
j need be bound to their. good behaviour all * 
Yet we may obſerve it, That none of all theſe 
do actually any great milchief that way, till | 
they firſt briog it ro this, rill it draws us from 


| our own ſtation ,. and fling us upon ſome 
thing | 
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| thing that is noneof our own bulineſle, 


111. ""- truth of this will more fully be ſeen 

in the Third Part, which comes next to 
be conſidered ,, The Operation it hath had in 
che world, by diſturbing the Peace and Quiet 
of it. Meumand Tuum hath not fill'd it with 
more Suits and Conrentions in our Goods 
[and Poſſefſions,than ict hath in theaRions and 
buſinefle of our lives, What is our own, and} 
whatis not our OWN. 

To arraign all that are guilty of breaking 
this Rule in ſeveral kinds, would ask a long 
-procels We will therefore take notice onely 
| here of the attempts upon Government and Re- 
ligion, by thoſe whoſe buſineſſe it was not, be. 
cauſe the moſt and greateſt tempeſts and 
ftorms in che Chriſtian World , haveblown 
from that Coaſt. 
| The Wars and Combuſtions over all Italy 
and Germany, in the time of the Emperor, 
HENRI the 4th, had their beginning} 
from hence. Pope Hildebrand, GRE G. v1. 
not content with that which his Charge and 
Office of Biſhop allow'd him, began to mea- 
ſure out to himſelf a Greatneſs equal to the 
City he ſerv'd in, which had been Domicilium 
” >= Rn Rn Imperi; | 
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bmperit, firſt brake in upon the Temporal 
Power , not heard of before in the Church, 
:nough then a Thouſand years old : Where, 
'or the better ſupport of his Greatneſs., heen- 
deavoured to get into his| Diſpoſing,, all| 
Church-Promotions; and for that end, call'd 
a Council at Rome of a few Biſhops for his pur- | 
ole , and there Decreed all Patronages and | 
| Donations by Lay-men, Princes not excepted, 
to be void, and of no effeft in Law. Whar| 
could be expected from ſo Unjult a Decree, 
bur vehement Oppoſition , and a Bloody Di.| 
[pute ? Whar troubles the lame Patronaze and | 
Inveſliture of Biſhops brought preſently after 
into this Kingdom , our Stories are full of. 
But the angry Pope, "when he ſaw he could 
| not quietly enjoy the Rights of the Crown, 

falls fiercely upon the Crown it ſelf, and 
would be Maſter of that too, and then he 
chought he ſhould Rule to purpoſe for the: 
Catholique Cauſe. And for an Eſlay of this | 
bold Uſurp'd Power, fairly Depyſed the Em-! 
peror, and abſoly'd his SubjeRs of their O5e- 
dience This was certainly no Biſhops buli- 
neſs. He may blels the Coronation , not di- | 
ſpole of the Crown. He may pray for a 
| Godly and Pcaceable Government unJer it, 
mY _ ne: \ 
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| Not make a prey of it. To abſolve Penicents 
of their Sins, 15a Biſhops work; not of their 
| ' Duties; thatis notto remittheir Sins, but to | 
\makethem Sinners. Now whart was likely to 
be theeffeR of allthis, bur that which hap-/ 
| pened, Wars and Combultions over the whole 
Empire ? | 
| Though that Pope did not long out-live 
that Feite of his, yer his Succeſſo1s and their 
' Paraſites have lo ply'd the Caule ever ſince 
that time, ſomediredly, ſome indireRly, that 
the fire is not yet extinguiſhed. Now if the 
| Pope met with ſome Princes that would 
\not endure his Ranging thus in their Domi- 
nions , bur thought it high time to quit 
his Miter, to ſecure their Crowns, he may 
thank himſelf for i. They may call it a 
Schiſm, if they pleaſe; bur it is a Schiſm 
without a Sin. That word will hurt none 
ſo much as the Cauſers and Authors of it; 
For it is but reaſonable and juſt, That if the 
Pope would not know his buſineſs, that 
Princes ſhould know theirs. This is my | 
| Firſt Inſtance , of the Troubles that by this, | 
means brake into the whole Church, 
Fo V Ve need not go far from home for ano- 
(ther. VVe were ina ſad caſe not long lince 
| p in 
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in this Kingdom by a Civil V Var. I meddle 
not with che fault , ler that ſleep under the 
| 44 of Oblivion. VVe may, I truſt, without 
offence , enquire into the cauſe of ir. VVhatr 
pony they doing that gave us that diſquiet ? 
Look upon the 5 tandard [er up for the V Var, 
I mean, the moſt Execrable Covenanr, 


Quomodo legis > how read you there? was it 
not medling with buſineſs was none of their 
own ? They Covenanted firſt to extirpate 
che Goverament of the Church eftablithed 
by Law. That Law, with hands lifred upto 
Heaven, they ſwore they would aboliſh, The; 
Legiflative Power we know in whom it * 
to make or mend Laws; it was none of their 


buſineſs. In this they were certainly too bold 


with the Kings Scepter. Atthe next turn they 
take hold of his Swordtoo, and engage them- 
ſelves to a mutual Detence againſt all Oppo- 
ſition. This alſo was none of their buſineſs. 
For though a Self-detence may be allow'd as 


naturaltoall ; ic is againſt private, nor pub. 
lique Oppoſition; and then too, as Divines 
generally reſolve, Cum moder amine inculpate Tx 
tele, never to the hurt of others; that is, 
Every man may defend himſelf cpeo,but not 
every one gladio, The Sword is the Kings, ! 


; and 
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and He that takes it from any hand but His, | 


| where God bath plac'd it , ſhall periſh with the 


| Sword. In this the Covenanters, as ill as the 


| like Biſhops, would be,inthe Apoſtles phraſe, 
| Mor eros m Cana , the worlt (ort of Biſhops, 
|that is, medlers in buſineſs was none of their 
own. The Wo ſhippers of the Covenant have 
therefore been well dealt with, as the wor- 
fhippers of the Golden Calf were by Moſes , 
Exod. 32. 20. As he made them drink that, 
fo have they been made to eat this ; though 
' ſome of them be found of ſo fooliſhly di- 
| tempered ſtomacks, that they chuſe rather to 
| paſt with that which is theirown , than re- 
nounce a Buſineſs was none of their own. But 
{che'Covenant is paſt, and letitgo. I wiſh for 
quiet ſake, we may never hear of the like a- 
ain. 
; This was tranſient : But there ſtill remains 
a permanent and habitual Diſturbance of our 
Peace, inthe multirude and ſwarms of Secs 
and FaGtions in Religion, to which it is na- 
turally and inſeparably inherent: An incu- 


that could not be cleanſed , bur by pulling 
down the Houle. From thele we have felr al. 
ready but roo much, and bave cauſe yet to ſear 
[moxre. | But 


——— 
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But can we chargethem with doing a bu- 
fineſs is none of their own ? Can any thin 
be mare properly our own buſineſs, than the 
care of our ſouls, and to ſerve God in the b ſt| 
—— | manner that onr underflandings and Conſciences ſhall 

« [duet 5? 

They are miſtaken that think the Charge 
lies upon this iſſue, whatevery man may do 
for himſelf and his own ſalvation. He may | 
without queſtion do very much, for he may 
| keeep all Gods Commandments, if he can; 
and when he cannot, he may betruly contrice 
and peairent for breaking them ; and then he | 
may aſſuredly believe his fins ſhall be forgi- 
ven him by the merits and paſhon of ourLord | 
Jeſus Chriſt. And again , He may ſerve and| 
worſhip God with as much fervency and de- 
votion as he canand will, he may abound in 
(:hariry, Mecknels, Humility , Patieage and 
Temperance, and all other Chriſtian vertues : 
And {o long as ye thus follow that which is good, (aith 
| S. Peter, who will harm you? And I may lay too,} r Per. 3. 13, 
who can hinder you in all this ? bur if he 


| | makes himlſelf _—— a Se&, if there be 


| 


allembling together in companies, gather 


| | Congregations, incorporate in a Body, mo- 
| dule Churches , give Laws of Do&rine and 
| VVor-| ' | 
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a. 


| Worſhip, ſer up Teachers and Leaders of their 
own ; to all chis they have as lictle Right, as 
they have nced. A man may go far, yelce, in 
Religion, without troubling any; and if then 
they fall into ſome Error or Misbelief in Reli. 
gion, they ought not to be ſeverely handled; 
but when they betake themſelves to a Se#, that 
alters thecaſe, it will then be compaſſion mi- 
ſtaken. A Locuſt alone is no ſuch perilous 
beaſt to be fear'd or regarded by any ; bur 
when they come in ſhoals and ſwarms, and 
cover the face of the earth, they are a plague 
| rothe Countrey where they light. So to look 
upon a Sefary fingle , who out of ſimplicity 
and good meaning follows his Conlcience, 
our hearts ſhould be every whit as tender for | 
| chem,as their Conſciencesare. Bur if we look 
upon them in Company, they are asill and dan- 
gerous as the company they are fonnd in; and 
the danger of all popular Meetings, and Aſſo- 
3 ciations to a State, makes it the proper buſineſs 
| of aKingand his Miniſters to look toit, and 
| co provide againſtic; wherein the care hath 
een taken, delerves a juſt commendation, 
And yer when aflert and refer this buſi- 
neſs tothe KING, Ilook to be call'd toan 
account forthat; For they take the boldneſs 
by 
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by ay of recrimination, to turn the Text! 

upon the King himſelf, That His Power is 

Ip ivil, and Matters of the Church and Religion are; | 

Ecclefiaſtial , and ſo none of hisbuſinels. | 

This is, I confefs, too weighty a matter to! 
be here thruſt into the corner of a Sermon ; | 

yet it will be neceſſary to fay ſo much as may | | 
ſomewhat lay that loud clamour againlt i: :| 
For the Papiſts and Presbyterians both, how ill 

ſoever they may agree in other matters, hunt! | 

in couples againſt the Kings Power and SU- | 

 PREMACY. But as wedenie not all to others 

in their places; fo we claim not all for the 

'King. If I ſhall bur only now ler out Hw 

 Partin matters of the Church, ic will appear 

| | ſufficiently , chat he is Re&us im Curia, ſtands | 


'right in the Text, and takes not upon him 

| buſineſs which is not his own. 
We acknowledge the (vil and Eccleſiaſtical! 

\to be two diſtin Powers; and though they | 

' may be both in one Perlon, and were origi- 

[nally ſo; yer by the Divine, poſitive Laws 


both of Jews and Chriſtians, they were ſo di- 
y ſtinguiſhed, that though one perlon were ca- 
| - | pableof both, yer not without a lawful Ti- 

| tle and Inveſtiture to either. I cannot there- 


| fore think., That the King is an Eccleſiaſtical | 
| | Ut Per. 


wo? 
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Perſon, who was never Ordained or Conlfe- | 
icrated to be ſo, Therefore when ſome Learn- 
ed in our Laws affirm , That the KING is b, 
Supreme Ordinary, and mixta perſona , it muſt 
be underſtood in ſome other ſenſe, and for 
ſome other purpole,; for we do not find that. 
| he attempts the doing any thing thatis the 
| proper a& of an Eccleſiaſtical Perſon. 
Yes, they lay , he claims by his Title of 
Supremacy , Fo govern all perſons in all cauſes, as' 
well Eccleſraftical as Civil, | 
We acknowledge this tobe his juſt Title, 
but deny, that he doth any thing by it, which 
is not properly his own bulineſs,and in Right 
of his Grown, 'That he is the Fountain allo 
of all Eccleſiaſtical JuriſdiRion, though it be 
not exprelly in his Title, we acknowledge to 
be in his Power. But here I muſt crave leave 
to ſay ſomething of the nature and notion of 
| JuR1$SvicTIioN, though it ſhall aft 
ſomewhat of the race and harſhneſs of the 
School; yermuch of the Caſe depends upon | 
ir, and no little miſtakes there are abour ir. | 
It is agreed generally, That there is in the 
Chureh a Power of Orders , and a Power of 
| Turiſdiftion diſtin& ; that is, for the Power , 


Lt... 4 


though not diſtin& in the obje and matter 
| | of | 
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of that power ; for that is rhe ſame in both: | 
As, preaching Gods Word, adminiſtring the 
Sacraments, or-the Cenſures of the Church, 
are of the power of Orders. And the putting 
all, or any of theſe in execution, 1s by a! 
power of Juriſdiction, T he former, as Divines | 


diſtinguiſh, is a power in babitu, che other in| 


aftu. So that JuriſdiFion is nothingelle , but a 
power to do afttually, what was potentially or habitu-| 
ally receiv'd in Orders. | 

I do not here take Juridifiion in the ſtrict | 
vulgar ſenſe, ro be a power js dicendi inter | 
partes litigantes only, as the word imports; but 
more largely, as ic reacheth to any act of Or-| 
der, without which it cannot lawtully be pur| 
in execution, | 

Now the Queſtion here will be, How a 
King can be the Fountain of the Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdi&tion us'd in his Domintons , who neither gives 
Orders himſelf , nor executes any ; that #s, bath nei- 
ther power of Orders , nor Power of Juridiftion * 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion, is, Thatthe | 
Kings Power lies without both thele, and is; 
that. which gives Commiſhon and Faculcy to 
perſons ordained to execute their Orders 
within his Dominions, And the Realon, 
Ground and Neceſlity of that is, Becauſe the 


) 
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i Eccleſiaſtical Fun&tion cannot be pur in exe-| 
| cution, but by ſuch. wayes and means as are 
abſolutely and originally in the King, and in 
| Rightof his Crown. Asfirſt, 

T. There mult be ſome Subjes upon whom 
they may execute their Eccleſiaſtical Orders 
[now all the Subjets within His Dominions, 
arethe Kings, who. mult of neceſlicy loſe fo 
much of the Right he had in them, asany o- 
ther aſſumes withour Him. From hence 
grows his Right to order and conſtitute Dio- 
ceſſes and Pariſhes, and to ſet them their 
| bounds and limits, thatis, upon which. of 
his Subje&s, and how far. he will allow them 
reſpe&ively to execute their Orders, for with- 
out thoſe bounds, it is not, nor is us'd. to be 
taken for any part of their bulinels. 

To the publique execcile of Religion the 
people muft meer together. And all aſſemblings 
of people together, are ablolutely in the Po- 
werof Princes; all States in all times have 
ever been jealous of chem, 'and provided ſe- 
vere Laws againſtthem, for it is impoſlible, 
* {be thepretencesof Meeting never fo fair, to/ 
govern people, and keep them quiet long, if 
they may have liberty to flock together attheir, 
pleaſures. 
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When they are met together, there mult be 3. 
| ſome to teach and imſtruff them. How dange- 
[rous a thing s it promiſcuoufly to. ſuffer 
Farangues and Orations to be made to the 
people by ſuch who polsibly may be Trum- 
+ | petsof Sedition; who by {landering the Go- 
vernment, and ſpeaking evil of Dignities, 
— | may inflamepeople to Rebellion ? We have 

known ſuch things done It is therefore ne-/ 

ceſlary, that none be allow'd that liberty to 
ſpeak to Multitudes affembled together, but. 
[ fuch with whoma King may lafely truſt His 
| people. And this gives Him a Right and Ca- 
pacity of Patronage and Nomination to Ec. 
cle{taſtical Charges ? 
| Leaſt the Doctrine which they teach the | + 
| peo le, ſhould be ſuch as would amuſe them 
| with Novelties, or occaſion Altercations, and. | 
' foment Diviſions , or any way diſturb the _=_ 
| Peace of the Kingdom}; it is juſt and reaſon-| | 
able that the King ſhould confine them with. | 
lin the compals of certain Articles and Do-/ 
| .Frines of Religion, which gives Him a Right 
. [to that, which n other reſpe&ts, no doubt, be-| 
| longsto thecare of the Church, 
Bur beſides the Articles of Feace,, we find| 7, 


' that the King in His Laws declares what is' | 
| Herefie: | 
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Hereſie:Thar,if any thing,ſeems to be the pro- | 

per work of the Ecclefialtical Power;yeteven 
1n that heis not outat his own Civil buſineſs, 
For ſeeing meer Ecclehiaſtical Cenſures are 
| found not to be of ſufficient force to lupprels 
dangerous and Heretical Opinions , without 
the ule of the temporal Sword: Out of the 
care the King hath of the Lives and Eſtates 
of His Subje&s, he will nor let His Sword 
| looſe to the will of others, who by declaring 
' what they pleaſe to be Hereſie , may bring 
them in peril; He therefore confines them to 
ſuch cales only, wherein He is content His | 
|Sword ſhould be made uſe of. This is all, | 
and is that which muſt be allowed to be the 
proper bulineſs of the King to align , how | 
tar, and in what caſes His Temporal Power 
and Sword ſhall be employ'd, and can be no 
invading the Eccleſiaſtical. 

Bur laſtly, Is net this the ſame wrong and 
illuſion we charge the Pope with, who in order | 
to his Spiritual End, Uſurps the Temporal 
Power ; lo the King in order to his Tempo-, 
= Government, invades the Ecclciiafti-' 

Cal ? 
No, the caſe is far different , If the OY 
did order temporals by ſpiritual means only, 
tf, EC. 
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n- e. Ecdefiaſtice, we had the leſs to ſay a-| E 
/gainſt him ; he is not out of the way of a Bi-| 
—_ power, though he ſhould abule it. Burt 


— 


\ [he for his ſpiritual end, uſurps temporal 
means,and takes upon him to diſpoſe of rem- 


oral Eſtates, that is none of his buſineſs, 
* [But the King in ordering Eccleſiaſtical things 

to His temporal end, uſes no Ecclefiaſtica] 
means, but temporal onely , which are His 
| proper buſineſs. He doth not excommunicate 
the Pope out of the Church , as the Pope 
would do him our of his temporal Domini- 
ons. But the King, if he ſeecauſe, may ba. 
nith him and his Emiſlaries out of his King- 
dom. That cannot be deny'd to be the pro- 
| - [per bulineſsof a King to lecure and free his) 
| Kingdom from any thing that is deſtructive 
to it, Nowit inallthis the King moves not 
our of his own civil Sphere, To return to 
our Sefaries, who put us upon this digrelsion, 
they ſtill remain as we left them, guilky of 
doing much that is none of their own buſ1- | 
nels. | 
What then is to be done with them > Acc- |. | 
| cording to a late Statute, a Mittimus (I think ) 
| mighebe made to ſend them to priſon , but] 
 theApoltle here deals more kind]y with them, || 


and} | 
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IV, 


and ſends them only to School ro ſtudy ber- 


| 


|ter; and there is need of it. 


he takes in hand any matter of importance; to 
(er down and conſider whether it be his own 


| [t is utterly a faule amongſt us, to think that 


|will do ſo, conclude without premiſes, We 


how we can derive a Titleto it. 


ter, which is my Fourth and laſt Poinr. 
| 


F* Hart ye ſtudy to do your own bufineſs. I = 


rake no more out of the word Study, 

rhen what any one underſtands tobe init; A 

ous weighing and conlidering of the mar- 
ſerious weighing and conf1dering of the mat 


The firlt thing the Student is to do before 


| buſineſs, orno; whar Title he can make to it. 


no partof our buſineſs , to conſider whether 
it be our buſineſs or no. If a qualm comes 0- 
verthe ſtomack, that we begin to grow Go-! 
vernment-fick, or that the Ceremonies and 
Superſtitions of the Church offend us, pre- 
ſently without further diſpute, whart ever 
comes of it, itis reſolved we will havea bet- 
ter Government, and a more pure and re- 
{formed Church. That is commonly conclu- 
|ded, before this be diſputed. No good Student 


mulſt ſee whether it be our own bulinels firſt, 


We. 
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We know,that Government andReligion come 
both originally from God; to which none 
can have Right, but they ro whom God hath 
{et over, andentruſted the Care and Charge of 
cither : Our part is to ſee by what mean Con. 
veydice it comes from them tous. If we have 
nothing to ſhew that either of them have 


been particularly committed to us, we may 
ſafely. and certainly conclude, it is none of our 
bulinels. 

Every Student muſt oblerve a good me- 
\thod in his ſtudy ; whereof oneRule is, To 
(Proceed 4 manifeſiis ad obſcuriora : Let him be- 
'gin at that which is without queſtion his 
' own buſineſs. Hath he done all that belongs 
to his proper place and Funion, which is 


certainly his own ? Or hath he a Family at 
| home to govern, that no doubt is his too * 
| Are his Wife, and Children, and Servants 


givesa charge to Timothy, not to ſer a Biſhop 
over the Church , who hath not governed. bis 
own Family well. Though ſome. have not a Fa- 
mily without, yet every one hath a Family 
within, anda large onetoo: To rule his pal- 


| 
| 


well ordered, all as they ſhould be ? S. Pal | 


| ſions and inordinacte defires only, asks a world: 
'of work, and they will find it ſo, when 
| | E ever 
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ever they fet themſelves upon it. 

What a prepoſterous method and courle is 
ir ro hunt eagerly after Liberty from ſome' 
imaginary Preſſure in Governmenc, or ſome 
poor Ceremony in the Chnrch , while inthe 
mean time wearetrue ſlaves to ſome baſe, vile 
luſt within us, Here we ſhould begin to ſet our 
ſelves at liberty from our ſelves. And this the 
method of Charity requires,as well as the me- 
thod of Art.Charity begins alwaysat home at} 
our own buſineſs. Tantumne ab re tua 0tiieſt tibi, 
was well ſaid in the Comedy, Aliena ut Cures: 
True Charity will find no leiſure for other's 
work, till her own be done. If this merhod 
werecarefully obſerv'd, the world would bea 
great deal quieter than it is, 


caſe, becauſe otherwiſe unconſidering men 


Study will be therefore needful in this| 


areaptto be carried away with the fair ſhew 
of Zeal and Religion in reforming others;they 
rake it for a wrong from any that think not 
ſo of it : Bur by conſidering well, they will, 
find they are diſappointed of that hope , for 


whatſoever ſets them on work, it cannot be 


true Religion , thatis notcontrary to it (elf. 
All Students know, that One truth is not re- 
pugnant to another ; nor onewertueto ano- 


ther, 1. Reli- | 
\ ; 
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ries themlelves in that whereof there 
comes no good, All we do in other mens buſi- 
neſs, runs walt. S. Paul, 3 Theſ. 3. r 1. calls it 
idlene(s; unIer ryaZnuirgss AG TepripyaQoutrss, WOr- 
king notatall ; bur are buſie-bodies; bulje, 


his Widows of Pleaſure, 1 Tim. 5, 3. That 
they were &pyai and reypipya, idle, and buſie- 
bebubok He thinks that not worthy to 
be call'd buſineſs, which is not our own. 


Religion doth nor make men tools, ro/ 


I, 


and yet not work atall, He ſays the ſame of| 


} 


And yer, Secondly , There is a worſe mat- 
cer-in it than idleneſs. It charges our account | 
morethan needs; and there isno Wiſdom in | 
chat; for when the Conſcience brings us in 
more Work than either God or Man particu- 
larly requires, though it be not our own of 
Dury here , it will be our own in Account 
hereafter ; For the conſcience of doing ir, 
makes it ours howloever ; ando guilty borh 
of it, andall che milchiet that comes by ir. 

'Tis againſt Juſtice : That doth ſuum cui- 
que tribuere. Juſtice lets every man enjoy his 
own. Hethat takes upon him another mans 
buſineſs, becauſe he cando it better, (for that's 
the great pretence,to do that which is beſt) may 
as well take another mans Purle , becaule he 
E 2 will 


| 


— 
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| will ſpend the money better. I think we will 
hardly allow of that Juſtice. 
| *Tis againſt Hop?,that Chriſtian hope which 
ſupports us in all our Sufferings and AfAiRi- 
lons. Whereof, when S. Peter, r Fp. 4.c. had 
for the conſolation of his Countrey-men, 
fcattered abroad, pour'd out a plentiful mea- | 
ſure , v 13, 14. Rejoice, in as mich ye are parta- 
kers of Chriſts ſufferings , that when his glory ſhall 
be reveal'd, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy, 
| Ver. 14. If ye be reproached for the Namt of 
| Chriſt, happy are ye ; for the Spirit of Glory, and 
'of God reſteth upon you. Bur preſently in the ve- 
ry next words, ver. 5. he puts in an excepti- | 


[on to buſie-bodies; they have no part or 
ſhare in that conſolation : Let none of you ſuf- 
fer as a Murtherer, or a Thi f , or a Buſe-body, 
They have as little right ro the comfort in 
ſuffering , as they had to the bufineſs for 
which they ſuffer. 
'| Laftly, As it diſappoints them of the 
hope of that Mercy from God; fo it caſts 
chem into the ſnare of the Devil. It was ſafe and | 
wiſe Counſel the Apoltle gives, Eph. 4.27.Not f 
to give place to the Devil, He whoſe bulie | 
thoughts carries him abroad, to pry into, and 


meddle in others bufinels, gives place to the 
Devil, 


—  — — 
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Devil inthe mean time to enter in , ranſack 
and diſorder all at home, where there is none 
co refit him : There is no better fence againſt! 
che Devil, than this, fx invenerit occupatos, it he 
finds us diligently employ'd at home in our 
own bulinel | 

If forall this , the medling Reformers of 
others would be thoughtthe men of Religi- 
on, and of the firſt rate too; Let them know, 
Thatit is of ſuch a Religion as hath neither; 
Prudence in it, nor ( barity,nor Juſtice,nor Hope, 
nor Safety. And when he hath weigh'd all theſe 
miſchief, that follow the breaking this Rule, 


F 


nefit that comes by keeping it. Atthat1 be-! 
an, and with that I will conclude. This leſ-| 
Bo was fet us of purpoſe by the Apoſtle to (e- 

cond and enforce the other of Peace and Qui- 


et. The beſt way to be quiet with others, isto 


be buſie with our ſelves, It isthe natural and 
genuine effe& of it. All diſcord and diflenti- 
on muſt be between two, either perſons or 
parties ; and that which commonly kindles' 
the fire, is envy, or ſome ſuppoſed injury,now! 


-| hethat intends his own buſineſs only , can | 


| 


give no occaſion to others , of cither envy or, 
complaint;and ſo in recompence of keeping to 


IS: 
l 


Let him in the next place, conſider the be-| | 


_=_—_———_ 
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his own buftnels, he-{ball quietly fit under his | 
own: Vine, and uader his own Fig tree ; he 
ſhall have own for own. 

Laſtly , Eelxdes this ontward quiet with o- 
\thers, it will produce another within us, the 
| quiet and tranquillity of the Conſcience , wichour 
which, outward peace may prove to ſome but 
a quiet paſſage here, to eternal milery thercaf- 
cer. But this makes it a thorough quier, bach 
fidesalike, within. and withour ; 5 it-Jayes 
thoſe buſie, upſatisfied thoughts within us, 
| which otherwiſe giveg trouble both to our 
ſelves and others: That when we {ce nor, or 
| think we ſee notall things ſo well carried in 
che Church and Government , as we could 
|wiſh, yet having gone as far to mend ir, as 
the line of our own bulinels will reach , and 
the fartheſt end of that is ; having peaceably 
mov'd forit, and heartily pray'd tor it, we 
| may with a ſafe and quiet Conſcience, leave 
the reſt ro God , and thoſe ro whom he hath 
committed that Care and Charge, whole pro- 
per bulineſs it is. And as many as walk ac- 
cording to this Rule, Peace beon them, and 
Mercy trom the God of Peace and Mercy; To 
whom. be all honour, glory and praiſe, for 
|ever, Amen. 


FINIS. | 
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